[Impact and control of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in long-term care facilities].
Infections caused by methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) are a growing concern in long-term care facilities (LTCF). Epidemiologic studies performed in our area have shown high rates of MRSA colonization in elderly residents, and very high rates in some centres. However, the clinical impact of nasal MRSA colonization is often slight. Prevention of MRSA transmission in LTCF includes the application of simple preventive measures with proven effectiveness, such as hand washing, adequately covering of infected wounds, and proper use of antibiotics, without limiting the activities of colonized residents or carrying out active surveillance.